Now Ronnie Scott’s has a Halifax rival
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Dean Clough is now set to become the Ronnie Scott’s of the north.

In an interesting acoustic experiment, it hosted a successful food and jazz fusion in its cellar-bar café space.

Welcoming Israeli ex-patriot Asaf Sirkis’ trio to the regenerated art and industry complex, retail manager Linda Brill devised a menu of Moroccan chickpea soup, olives and feta, flatbread and fig, with a pistachio and plum frangipane tart to reflect Sirkis’ Middle Eastern roots.

Material from the Sarkis trio’s latest collection, Letting Go, featured in the set as the music moved, from metronomic regularity and power, to fluid mellifluous passages reminiscent of film and television soundtracks.

Guitarist Tassos Spiliotopoulos is a man of many faces, swinging from angular and spiky lead lines, occasionally showing the kind of speed runs that John McLaughlin may have pursued, but then also, producing lighter, reflective moments.  Jonathan Harvey on bass slipped thoughtfully and carefully along the neck, his fingers at times hinting at fretless glissando.

Sarkis is the pulse of this ensemble but he is not dominating.  He coaxed his sideman with a light encouraging touch, yet here is a percussionist in command of his art.  When he finally lets loose with an extended solo in the last number he reveals all the controlled energy of a great craftsman.

Together the three-piece communicated with rare intuition as the music shifts from the taut and the tense to the free and flowing.

